LTG NEW WRITING WORKSHOP SUNDAY 11 MAY 2026: FEEDBACK
Scores for each workshop average over 8 respondents (not all feedback gave a score)
Workshop 14.75
Workshop 2 4.125

Workshop 3 3.8

Overall impression

This was a very worthwhile event, and I’m glad the LTC organised it. New writing is often
overlooked in amateur theatre, especially in smaller groups like mine, so it was valuable
to meet like-minded people and attend a varied set of workshops.

Workshop highlights

| especially enjoyed Ali’s session forits warm introductions, practical exercises, and

approachable style. Masha’s workshop was equally strong, prompting deeper thought
about structure and offering useful guidance.

Jennifer’s workshop was also interesting, especially as stage adaptation was new to me.
Her insights were valuable, though | would have preferred a lighter format with more
interaction, particularly in the afternoon.

What | found most useful

The day gave me some much-needed ways into writing. The hands-on work on
structure, dialogue, and characterin the first session was especially helpful, as was the
chance to write and share ideas. | had focused too much on finding the ‘story gold’ and
not enough on other elements, so the advice on character and dialogue gave me a fresh
starting point.

It was also valuable to hear from such a range of people and benefit from their
perspectives. As a beginner, | had worried about feeling out of my depth, but the
workshop leaders created a supportive atmosphere.

Personal impact

| greatly respect performers, though performing is not something | want to pursue
myself. With little first-hand experience, | had hesitated to start writing and often felt like
animposter. Hearing experienced people speak openly about their own struggles was
reassuring, and the time set aside for those conversations mattered.

By the end of the day, | felt| had learned a great deal. It felt like a springboard into a
world | had only imagined entering, and | left encouraged to keep writing.



Comments on individual sessions

Session 1: Astrong balance of listening and doing. The practical exercises were
engaging and helpful, and the time flew by. It helped clear the ‘mist’ that has
surrounded my attempts to start writing plays for years.

Session 2: Interesting content and a compelling presenter, though the post-
lunch slot made concentration harder. More practical work would have improved
itforme.

Session 3: Useful and thought-provoking, with enjoyable collaboration. |
appreciated the follow-up questions and would happily have spent longer on the
ideas.

Suggestions for improvement

Add more practical work and examples, especially in the adaptation session.
Set clearer objectives where discussion might become too open-ended.
Send materials in advance where possible.

Review timings so each workshop can be explored fully without overrunning.
Considerroom layout, as some formats made discussion and concentration
harder.

Future opportunities

| would welcome more workshops or follow-up sessions. Topics | would particularly like

to see include:

script ideas

story structure and endings

character development

comedy and comic devices

working within production constraints

feedback, co-writing, and taking a script to production

Overall, this was an engaging, informative, and worthwhile day, and | would be delighted
to see the LTG organise more events like it.

Venue and hospitality

The venue was comfortable and welcoming, and it was nice to begin the day informally

in the bar. The theatre tour was another highlight, offering a valuable chance to see a

different venue and learn more aboutit. Nick’s knowledge made it even better.

Food and refreshments

The food was fresh and enjoyable, and lunch was especially good. The person who

prepared it deserves praise — the sausage rolls were particularly memorable. | also



appreciated the fruit juice, and the fish sandwiches were delicious, if slightly awkward
to eat.

A few small changes could improve the experience further:

e Usea largerspace, such as arehearsalroom, as the room felt cramped at times.
e Pre-cut the quiche or indicate portion sizes.
o Offerfresh fruit as an extra option.

Accessibility

As someone with a hearing impairment, | especially appreciated that the room was
acoustically supportive. The carpet and low ceilings made a real difference, and | could
hear clearly without straining.

Future support for new writing

| would very much like the LTG to organise more events like this, alongside other
initiatives to support new writing, such as interest groups or competitions.

Ideas for future workshops

A useful follow-up workshop could focus on story structure. Attendees could work in
groups, using one of the characters from the first workshop to shape a story, while the
facilitator introduces elements such as themes or twists.

| would especially welcome future workshops on:

o developing characters audiences care about
e comedy and comic devices, including farce
e developing scriptideas

o tackling endings

o working within production constraints

o eliciting feedback

e co-writing

o taking a scriptthrough to production

Preferred format and wider interests

| preferred the presentation styles used in the first and third sessions. More broadly, |
am fascinated by all aspects of theatre: how theatres operate, their history, the creative
and commercial sides of the work, and how groups approach new plays and audiences.



